JUSTICE FOR

THE ENVIRONMENT

NEW JUVENILE DETENTION AND COURT FACILITY HIGHLIGHTS GOVERNMENT LEADERSHIP
IN GREEN BUILDING; ALAMEDA COUNTY FACILITY OFFERS INTEGRATED SERVICES TO AT-RISK YOUTH.
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BY CAROLYN BLOEDE

In the late 1990s, Alameda County,
Calif,, government leaders decided
to consolidate youth services with
the goal of providing an integrated
therapeutic environment for the
community’s at-risk population.
Replacing an aging, seismically defi-
cient juvenile detention facility and
consolidating countywide youth ser-
vices into one location were top
project goals. Creating a healthy
space with daylight and fresh air for
youth in a facility with heightened
security requirements was the chal-
lenge placed upon the county’s Gen-
eral Services Agency (GSA). Working
collaboratively with Hensel Phelps
Construction Co., Hellmuth, Obata +
Kassabaum (HOK), Vanir Construc-
tion Management, and more than
nine separate county agencies, GSA
completed the new 379,000-square-
foot, $176-million Alameda County
Juvenile Justice Center, designed and
built to the LEED Gold standard, in
Spring 2007.

PROJECT REQUIREMENTS

CHALLENGE DESIGNERS

Early on, the project challenged
team members with significant
design changes. While the design-
build team was being selected, the
project was downsized and relo-
cated to a site with greater seismic
sensitivity. The county also targeted
greater participation by woman-
and minority-owned businesses as
well as design and waste diver-
sion standards set by a new Green
Building Ordinance (mandating
LEED Silver). The new goals had

Alameda County’s Juvenile Justice Center
features plenty of daylight and fresh air.
Photo by Chi Fang.
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